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clean-up workers and volunteers who were at 
ground zero. All of them, in addition to those 
who worked, lived, and went to school in lower 
Manhattan, breathed the toxic air created by 
the destruction of the towers, and many of 
them are suffering tragically from the health 
effects. 

A New York City Health Department study 
shows an increased incidence of asthma for 
those who worked the pile, and an Depart-
ment of Health and Human services study 
shows that illnesses as a result of exposure to 
9/11 toxins are on the rise. 

As this problem grows, progress on coming 
to a solution can be measured only in small 
steps rather than giant leaps as critical needs 
continue to be unmet after 6 years. 

My colleagues and I have worked across 
party lines fighting for health monitoring for all 
who were exposed, adequate funding to treat 
those who are sick or injured and a com-
prehensive federal plan to ensure that anyone 
impacted by 9/11 gets the care he or she de-
serves. 

We have had some successes, such as in-
cluding $50 million for federally-funded 9/11 
health clinics in the Labor HHS appropriations 
bill to ensure that the unsung heroes of 9/11 
have access to the care they need. 

This is a step in the right direction, and we 
need to keep the momentum going. That’s 
why I have worked across party lines with my 
colleagues, including Congresswoman 
MALONEY, to develop legislation we are offer-
ing today to address several key areas to help 
our heroes who are sick now as well as any-
one who falls ill in the future. The 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Act provides comprehen-
sive medical monitoring and treatment for 
those who were exposed to Ground Zero tox-
ins and compensation for the sick and injured. 
The bill goes further than any effort to date by 
expanding monitoring and treatment to all who 
were exposed, including responders, resi-
dents, workers, and students in the area. It 
also makes good on our promise to reopen 
the Victims Compensation Fund to help those 
who fell ill over the past 3 years. 

I applaud the work of my colleagues for 
coming together to help those whose health is 
in danger because of exposure to ground zero 
on that fateful day. I pledge my full support of 
these efforts as we move forward, because I 
truly affirm to ‘‘Never Forget.’’ 
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Ms. Velázquez. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on the floor of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize the life of Thomas A. 
Guidice, a devoted public servant, and lifetime 
resident of the Greenpoint-Williamsburg neigh-
borhood in Brooklyn who passed away earlier 
this year. Throughout my career, I had the 
pleasure of witnessing Thomas’ extraordinary 
service to his country and community. He is 
truly deserving of the highest praise. 

Thomas was born in 1927 in Greenpoint, 
where he would live for the majority of his life. 
After serving his country in World War II, he 
married his beloved wife Millie and settled in 

his hometown, where he would continue to 
serve his local community and country by join-
ing the New York City Police Department. 
Throughout his long career his enthusiasm for 
the community remained unwavering, and he 
was an active supporter of a number of local 
organizations. One of his greatest passions 
was his role as President of the Conselyea 
Street Block Association, where he brightened 
the lives of neighborhood seniors and children 
and worked to secure employment opportuni-
ties for local residents. Thomas remained a 
dedicated and compassionate leader, striving 
tirelessly to create a strong sense of commu-
nity, and making a point to visit with local chil-
dren and seniors each day, even during his 
final years. 

Thomas will be missed by everyone who 
had the privilege of knowing him. He is sur-
vived by his two loving children, Thomas Jr., 
and Rosemarie, and by many extended family 
members and friends. In recognition of Thom-
as’ great contributions to Greenpoint-Williams-
burg Brooklyn, the corner of Ainslie Street and 
Manhattan Avenue was renamed ‘‘Thomas 
Guidice Way,’’ ensuring that his legacy will not 
be forgotten. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I rise with my 
colleagues in the House of Representatives to 
honor the years of public service and contribu-
tions of Thomas A. Guidice in Greenpoint-Wil-
liamsburg Brooklyn, NY. 
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Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
draw to the attention of my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives a special cele-
bration which took place in my hometown of 
Newark, NJ. The pride of our city, the great 
Newark Eagles, were honored in a series of 
events coordinated by the Newark Preserva-
tion and Landmarks Committee on September 
13th and 14th, 2007. 

During the 2-day celebration, there was a 
dedication of a plaque and street sign at the 
site of Ruppert Stadium, home of the Newark 
Eagles and the old Newark Bears baseball 
teams. Also featured was the dedication of a 
plaque at the one-time home and office of Effa 
Manley, co-owner and business manager of 
the Eagles. She was elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame as the first woman to receive this 
honor. She worked hard to ensure that Negro 
League ballplayers and owners received fair 
compensation for their services during the in-
tegration era. 

The celebration recognized the Newark Ea-
gles for their tremendous contribution to the 
city of Newark. The historic Negro League 
baseball team was remembered as former 
Eagle players Billy Felder, Red Moore, and 
Curley Williams discussed their experiences 
with former Newark Eagles and New York Gi-
ants star Monte Irvin along with sportswriter 
Phil Pepe and sports columnist Jerry Izenberg. 
The two have recently published a book enti-
tled Few and Chosen: Defining Negro League 
Greatness. 

From 1936–1948, the Newark Eagles, 
owned by Abe and Effa Manley, played at 

Ruppert Stadium in the Ironbound section rep-
resenting the Negro National League. The 
Newark Eagles were an important source of 
entertainment and civic pride for Newark’s Af-
rican American community and for the city as 
a whole. In addition, many players on the 
team including co-founder Effa Manley, at-
tained historical credit for their pioneering con-
tributions to the Negro League and baseball in 
general. 

A plaque placed at the Newark Housing Au-
thority Cottage Place Development on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd. and West Kinney Street 
honors the team. In that location, there are 
now streets and lanes named after the New-
ark Eagles and several of its players, including 
Ray Dandridge, Leon Day, Larry Doby, Monte 
Irvin, Terris McDuffie, Don Newcombe, and 
Lenny Pearson. Eight members of the Newark 
Eagles have been elected to the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, as a resident of the city of 
Newark and a fan of baseball, I am honored 
that a celebration for the Negro Leagues New-
ark Eagles was held in my district, highlighting 
their success in baseball and their contribu-
tions to the community. 
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Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a great patriot, I dedicated public 
servant, and passionate pioneer whose con-
tributions to scientific discovery and public 
health have improved the health of millions 
throughout the world: Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, 
Director of the National Institutes of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). 

Yesterday, the Albert and Mary Lasker 
Foundation announced the selection of Dr. 
Fauci to receive the Mary Woodard Lasker 
Award for Public Service. Dr. Fauci is being 
honored in recognition of his leadership in en-
gineering two major U.S. governmental pro-
grams addressing HIV and biodefense. 

The Mary Woodard Lasker Award for Public 
Service is awarded biannually in recognition of 
extraordinary achievements. Mary Lasker is 
widely recognized for her singular contribution 
to the growth of the National Institutes of 
Health, and her strong commitment to eradi-
cate disease and disability through medical re-
search. Dr. Fauci’s commitment to this Nation 
through his accomplished career reflects well 
on this award’s namesake. 

Since coming to the National Institutes of 
Health in 1968, Dr. Fauci has pushed the fron-
tiers of scientific discovery in the field of im-
munology. In 1980, Dr. Fauci was named 
Chief of the Laboratory of Immunoregulation, a 
position he continues to hold. Four years later, 
Dr. Fauci was named Director of NIAID, where 
he oversees an extensive research program to 
prevent, diagnose, and treat infectious dis-
eases such as HIV/AIDS, other sexually trans-
mitted infections, influenza, tuberculosis, ma-
laria, and illnesses from potential agents of 
bioterrorism. Over the years, Dr. Fauci has 
been an excellent steward of this multi-billion 
dollar investment in infectious disease re-
search. 
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